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2 Peter 3:14-18 (ESV)
Final Words
14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
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2 Peter 3:14-18 (HCSB)
Conclusion
14 Therefore, dear friends, while you wait for these things, make every effort to be found at peace with Him without spot or blemish. 15 Also, regard the patience of our Lord as an opportunity for salvation, just as our dear brother Paul has written to you according to the wisdom given to him. 16 He speaks about these things in all his letters in which there are some matters that are hard to understand. The untaught and unstable twist them to their own destruction, as they also do with the rest of the Scriptures.
17 Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of lawless people and fall from your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity.[a] Amen.[b]
Footnotes
a. 2 Peter 3:18 Or now and forever
b. 2 Peter 3:18 Other mss omit Amen.


English Standard Version Bible - Study Bible[footnoteRef:1] [1: . Lane T. Dennis, ed., ESV Study Bible, The: English Standard Version, (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Bibles, 2008), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "2 Peter 3".] 

2 Peter 3:14-18

3:14-18 Concluding Exhortations. To obtain the final reward, believers must live a godly life and resist the sexual permissiveness of false teachers (cf. 1:5-11).
3:14 Concerning Diligence. Peter calls his readers beloved for the third of four times in this chapter (cf. vv. 1, 8, 17). In light of the Lord’s return, Christians are to be diligent to be found without spot or blemish (doctrinally and morally pure), thereby receiving the full reward of eternal life. This is in stark contrast to the spiritual condition of the wicked (2:10b-22, esp. v. 22).
3:15-16 Concerning the Distortion of Paul’s Teaching. The delay of Christ’s return should be reckoned as his patience leading people to salvation (cf. v. 9; Rom. 2:4). The apostle Paul also wrote to these same readers at some point prior to the composition of 2 Peter, and apparently the false teachers of ch. 2 used a twisted version of Paul’s gospel of freedom (see 2:19; also Rom. 8:1-5; 2 Cor. 3:1-18; Gal. 5:1-6) to entice some of them into sin.
3:16 In all his letters shows awareness of some kind of collection of Paul’s letters, with the number unspecified here. Some things... hard to understand does not say that everything in Paul’s letters is hard to understand, nor does it say that anything is “impossible to understand,” but it does imply that correctly interpreting some hard passages of Scripture requires much effort and God-given wisdom. The ignorant and unstable twist Paul’s teachings as they do the other Scriptures, implying that Paul’s writings were also considered Scripture in NT times, on the same level of divine authority as the OT Scripture. Greek graphē, here translated “Scriptures,” occurs 51 times in the NT, and every time it refers to the canonical OT Scripture, and not to any other writings, except that twice (here and 1 Tim. 5:18) some NT writings are also included. This indicates that NT books written or authorized by Christ’s apostles were recognized, at a very early date, to be God’s Word.
3:17-18 Concerning the Proper Response to Paul’s Teaching. The fourth use of beloved in ch. 3 (cf. vv. 1, 8, 14). knowing this beforehand. The readers now know, if they did not know previously, that the false teachers are distorting Paul’s teaching. Paul advocates neither sin nor lawlessness, so they should take care not to be carried away by the false teaching, even if it appeals to Paul as the authority. They should not lose their own stability by following after a false interpretation of Paul; rather, they should cultivate stability through Christian growth, especially growing in Christ’s grace (Gk. charis, “favor, esp. unmerited favor”) and knowledge (Gk. gnōsis).







Holman Christian Standard Bible - Study Bible[footnoteRef:2] [2: . Jeremy Royal Howard, ed., HCSB Study Bible, (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2010), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "2 Peter 3".] 

2 Peter 3:14-18
3:15-16 Peter notes that the teaching in Paul's letters said that the Lord's patience provided opportunities for salvation (Rm 2:4). Peter grouped Paul's letters together with the rest of the Scriptures. This reference does not necessarily mean that Paul's letters were already circulating as a complete collection. Peter may simply have been referring to the Pauline letters that were widely known and accepted as Scripture at the time he wrote 2 Peter. In any event, Peter clearly affirms the God-given authority of Paul's writings (1:20-21; see note at 1:19-21).
3:17-18 Since Peter's readers had now been warned about the false teachers in their midst, he instructed them to be on their guard and not be led astray. He also encouraged them to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ (cp. 1:2-11). He closed with a doxology in which he ascribed glory to Christ both now and forever.

NLT Life Application Study Bible[footnoteRef:3] [3: .  Life Application Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 1988), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 2142] 

2 Peter 3:14-18
3:14 We should not become lazy and complacent because Christ has not yet returned. Instead, we should live in eager expectation of his coming. What would you like to be doing when Christ returns? That is how you should be living each day.
3:15, 16 By the time of Peter's writing, Paul's letters already had a widespread reputation. Notice that Peter spoke of Paul's letters as if they were on a level with "other parts of Scripture." Already the early church was thinking of Paul's letters as inspired by God.
3:15-18 Peter and Paul had very different backgrounds and personalities, and they preached from different viewpoints. Paul emphasized salvation by grace, not law, while Peter preferred to talk about Christian life and service. The two men did not contradict each other, however, and they always held each other in high esteem. The false teachers intentionally misused Paul's writings by distorting them to condone lawlessness. No doubt this made the teachers popular, because people always like to have their favorite sins justified, but the net effect was to totally destroy Paul's message. Paul may have been thinking of teachers like these when he wrote in Romans 6:15: "Since God's grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not!" Peter warned his readers to avoid the mistakes of those wicked teachers by growing in the special favor and knowledge of Jesus. The better we know Jesus, the less attractive false teaching will be.
3:18 Peter concludes this brief letter as he began, urging his readers to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; that is, they were to get to know him better and better. This is the best way to discern false teaching. No matter where we are in our spiritual journey, no matter how mature we are in our faith, the sinful world will always challenge our faith. We still have much room for growth. Every day we need to draw closer to Christ so that we will be prepared to stand for truth in any and all circumstances.
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The Day of the Lord - 2 Peter 3:1-18  (Same questions as last week)

Open It
1. When was the last time someone wrote you an encouraging letter? 
1. *With what sort of people do you find it hard to be patient? 

Explore It
1. Why did Peter write this letter as well as his first letter? (3:1) 
1. What did Peter want these believers (his audience) to recall? (3:2) 
1. What did Peter say would occur in the last days? (3:3) 
1. What will the "scoffers" say in the last days? (3:4) 
1. What will the "scoffers" deliberately forget? (3:5) 
1. How was the world once destroyed and how will it be destroyed in the future? (3:6-7) 
1. *What did Peter tell his readers not to forget? (3:8) 
1. *Why is the Lord patient? (3:9) 
1. How will the day of the Lord appear? (3:10) 
1. What reason did Peter give his readers for living holy and godly lives? (3:11-12) 
1. What will the day of God bring? (3:12) 
1. What reason did Peter give his readers to hope for the future? (3:13) 
1. What did Peter urge his readers to make every effort to do? Why? (3:14) 
1. *What does the Lord’s patience mean? (3:15) 
1. What did Peter say about the apostle Paul’s writings? (3:16) 
1. Why did Peter instruct his readers to be on their guard? (3:17) 
1. What final instruction did Peter leave with his readers? (3:18) 
Get It
1. What stimulates you to wholesome thinking? 
1. What discourages you from engaging in wholesome thinking? 
1. About what biblical truths have you heard people scoff, and why were they scoffing? 
1. How does the fact that the earth will one day be destroyed affect your daily life? 
1. How should the reality that the earth will one day be destroyed affect the way we live our lives from day to day? 
1. *How have you personally benefited from God’s patience? 
1. When have you thought that God was either not patient enough or too patient with you or someone else? 
1. Why is it easy to spend little time looking forward to the new heaven and new earth? 
1. How can we guard against falling into error in what we believe? 
1. How can we grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ? 
1. *How do you need to alter your life-style in light of the certain future destruction of the earth? 

Apply It
1. What specific step will you take this week to grow in Christ? 
1. *How can you change your routine to reflect your hope for Christ’s return? 
1. What will you do this week to stimulate wholesome thinking? 
1. To whom can you write a letter of encouragement this week? 
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