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Study and Discussion Questions

Towns for the Levites - Joshua 20:1-21:45

Topics: Accusation, Consequences, Obedience, Promises, Protection, Punishment,
Reliability

Open It

1. *How does it feel when a friend breaks a promise?

2. How important is it to you that a friend be trustworthy? Why?

Explore It

3. Why did the Lord tell the Israelites to designate cities of refuge? (20:2-3)

4. *From what did the cities of refuge offer people protection? (20:3)

5. Who would go to a city of refuge? (20:3)

6. What role did elders play in a city of refuge? (20:4)

7. How long would a person remain in a city of refuge? (20:6)

8. Why did the family heads of the Levites approach Eleazar, Joshua, and the heads of the other
Israelite tribes? (21:2)

9. How did the Israelites respond to the request of the Levites? (21:3)

10. *Why did each of the Israelite tribes give up some of their land to the Levites? (21:8)

11. *What specific promise did the Lord fulfill to Israel? (21:43)

12. What was life like for the Israelites after they conquered the land the Lord had promised them?
(21:44)
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Get It

13. Why was it important to establish places of refuge in Israel?

14. *In what specific ways has the Lord provided protection for you?

15. How do you think the church today should be involved in protecting Christians from the stresses
of life?

16. What does this passage reveal about the character of God?

17. What have you learned from this passage about the reliability of God’s promises?

18. *What is one promise you have seen the Lord fulfill in your own life?

19. What do you think we should do when it seems as if God’s promises are not fulfilled?

Apply It

20. What is one specific promise in the Bible that you would like to claim?

21. *What concrete action could you take this week to demonstrate your trust in God’s promises?



Eastern Tribes Return Home

Topics: Accusation,
Disagreements, Judging Others

Open It

1. To the best of your knowledge, why is our legal system based on the concept of "innocent until
proven guilty"?

2. *How do you think you would feel if you were falsely accused of a crime?

3. How can the average person protect himself or herself against false accusations?

Explore It

4. Why did Joshua summon the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half

5. How had the eastern tribes been obedient? (

6. What was the mission that the Lord had given the eastern tribes? (

7. Why did Joshua encourage the eastern tribes to return home? (

8. What did the eastern tribes receive from Joshua befor

9. *How had the eastern tribes been blessed by their obedience to the Lord? (

10. What did the eastern tribes build near the Jordan River? (

11. Why did the Israelites plan to go to war against the eastern tribes? (

12. What assumptions did the Israelites make about the eastern tribes’ behavior? (

13. *How did the Israelites resolve their dispute with the eastern tribes? (

14. Why did the Israelites think that the eastern tribes were rebelling against the Lord? (

15. What did the Israelites believe would be the consequences of the eastern tribes’ rebellion?
(22:18)

16. How did the eastern tribes respond to the accusations of the Israelites? (

Study and Discussion Questions

Eastern Tribes Return Home - Joshua 22:1-34

, Advice, Answers, Assumptions, Blessing
Judging Others, Obedience, Rebellion, Reputation

To the best of your knowledge, why is our legal system based on the concept of "innocent until

How do you think you would feel if you were falsely accused of a crime?

How can the average person protect himself or herself against false accusations?

Why did Joshua summon the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh? (

How had the eastern tribes been obedient? (22:2)

What was the mission that the Lord had given the eastern tribes? (22:3

Why did Joshua encourage the eastern tribes to return home? (22:4)

What did the eastern tribes receive from Joshua before he sent them on their way? (

How had the eastern tribes been blessed by their obedience to the Lord? (

did the eastern tribes build near the Jordan River? (22:10)

Why did the Israelites plan to go to war against the eastern tribes? (

What assumptions did the Israelites make about the eastern tribes’ behavior? (

How did the Israelites resolve their dispute with the eastern tribes? (

Why did the Israelites think that the eastern tribes were rebelling against the Lord? (

elites believe would be the consequences of the eastern tribes’ rebellion?

How did the eastern tribes respond to the accusations of the Israelites? (
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Study and Discussion Questions

Blessing, Criticism, Denial,
Reputation, Rewards, Unfairness

To the best of your knowledge, why is our legal system based on the concept of "innocent until

How do you think you would feel if you were falsely accused of a crime?

How can the average person protect himself or herself against false accusations?

tribe of Manasseh? (22:1)

22:3)

)

e he sent them on their way? (22:5-6)

How had the eastern tribes been blessed by their obedience to the Lord? (22:8)

Why did the Israelites plan to go to war against the eastern tribes? (22:11-12)

What assumptions did the Israelites make about the eastern tribes’ behavior? (22:12)

How did the Israelites resolve their dispute with the eastern tribes? (22:13-14)

Why did the Israelites think that the eastern tribes were rebelling against the Lord? (22:16)

elites believe would be the consequences of the eastern tribes’ rebellion?

How did the eastern tribes respond to the accusations of the Israelites? (22:22-23)
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17. What were the intentions of the eastern tribes when they built the altar on the Jordan River?
(22:24-28)

18. How did the leaders of Israel respond to the eastern tribes’ defense of their actions? (22:30)

19. *How did the Israelites react to the news that the eastern tribes were not rebellious toward the
Lord? (22:33)

Get It

20. What does this story teach us about obedience?

21. Why do we need to "be very careful" to obey God, as Joshua advised Israel?

22. What does it mean to serve the Lord "with all your heart and all your soul"?

23. How do you think the eastern tribes felt when they heard the false accusations of the Israelites?

24. When have you ever been falsely accused? What happened?

25. *What lessons can this story teach us about resolving conflicts?

26. How should we respond to false accusations?

27. *What does this passage reveal about the consequences of one person’s sin on others?

28. How do you think your own actions and attitudes affect the reputation of the church and of
Christ?

Apply It

29. *What could you do to resolve the conflict peacefully the next time you have a misunderstanding
with a friend or family member?

30. What is one "extra precaution" you can take to ensure your loyalty and obedience to the Lord?


